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What you need to do
Please read all pages, visit www.torrfc.co.uk and register your child,
please ensure all details are correct and use the contact details that
you would like to use as your primary point of contact.
We have a very successful Facebook page which allows us to
communicate widely, so please search for our page and follow us to
keep updated, ask questions and generally join in the fun!

Welcome Letter
2017/18 Rugby Season
Mini & Junior
To all young rugby players and their parents, welcome to Tor Rugby Club. If you were
previously members last season welcome back for another season, if you are joining us
for the 1st time, congratulations on becoming a member of Tor Rugby Club.
We meet on Sunday mornings at 10.30am for training or matches, normally until around
12 noon. The season runs from the beginning of September until the end of April, we
meet every Sunday throughout the season except those in the Christmas and Easter
holidays. If you’re interested, please feel free to bring your child along on a Sunday to see
whether he/she may enjoy taking part.
Our aim is to encourage children to enjoy and learn the game as part of a team, using a
combination of games, drills and match play at training. All children get the opportunity
to play with their team in matches, as we do not select solely on the basis of ability.
Up to the under-8 age group (school yr. 3) the emphasis is on fun and tag rugby, which is
non-contact. Children are not allowed to play competitive matches against other clubs
until their 6th birthday but can play in mini games at training. Children are introduced to
junior versions of contact rugby starting at Under 9 (Yr. 4), which includes mini games.
Many children really enjoy the rough and tumble of the game, while others revel in the
running and evasion that the game offers.
Occasionally, training or matches will be cancelled and additional matches/tournaments
will be organised. Your child’s coach will give you details of these during the season or
keep your eye on the club website or the Tor Mini and Juniors Facebook page
If training has to be cancelled due to inclement weather, details will be posted on the
Mini section of the website by 10.00am on the Sunday morning.

Coaches
We have a team of RFU qualified coaches whose aim is to develop the players’ skills and
abilities. We are always looking for more coaches to join our enthusiastic team of
volunteers and the club, subject to agreement by the relevant section Chairman’s, the
club will reimburse all course fees to obtain the necessary qualification. Most importantly
all coaches have been screened, with the enhanced disclosure and barring service.
There is always a trained and designated First Aider at the club during training and
matches.

Annual Subscriptions
We have an online registration and payment system. Details can be found at
www.torrfc.co.uk We do not accept cash payments. As previously we must insist on a
“no pay no play” policy, for insurance purposes. Therefore, please complete your Tor
Rugby registration form online A.S.A.P., to allow the players the opportunity to play and
progress their rugby.
All players must register in order to take part in tournaments towards the end of the
season and will need to provide a passport size photograph for the RFU registration card.

Teamer App
Teamer is an online team management system created and designed to take the hassle
out of managing any sports team. Teamer uses the web to significantly decrease the
amount of time it takes to get the team on the field. It also helps coaches understand
who is available particularly for those age groups where we have the potential to field
more than one team. Each week your child’s coach will send out notifications via Teamer,
you simply respond as appropriate via the link and this will notify the coach if your child is
available for the game or training session.
You can download the free App on to any smart phone or simply respond via emails.

Membership for 2017/2018
At Tor we try and maintain membership fees as low as possible and don’t charge any
weekly fees. We use funds raised through membership and other fundraising activities to
provide free food after all matches, buy new equipment and pay for entry in
tournaments. In addition when registering your child, you as a parent will automatically
be provided with Tor RFC Social Membership for free (normally £15).

5s & 6s
£25

Per Player

All other Players
£50

Per Player

Included in this years membership:
Tor RFC this year have again teamed up with Acuma Sportswear who provide both match
and training kit. This year along with membership, your child will receive free:
• Under 5’s: Tor RFC Training shirt
• Under 6’s: Tor Training shirt for new players or shorts for existing players
• Under 7’s – Under 12’s: Tor RFC Match shirt for new players or shorts for existing
players
• Under 13’s and above: Tor RFC shorts, numbered match tops are provided as team
kit.
We ask that all players have a Tor RFC match top to play in games and tournaments.
Trish Partlow is the clubs merchandise lead and will be running a swap shop for tops if
children have outgrown them. Please see Trish for further details.

Parent’s Membership
Parental membership of Tor RFC brings a number of benefits:
•

Use of Tor RFC facilities including the bar.

•

Discounted Bar Prices.

•

Ability to hire the Club house for events.

•

International Rugby ticket availability (see coaches for more detail).

Is There Anyone Out There?
If there are any adults who would like to play a role in the development of these players
or help be part of the organisation of these sections, your assistance would be most
welcome. We are currently looking for volunteers to help with the section’s coaching and
organisation, becoming an Age Group Team Manager and in particularly helping
with the all important fund raising.
If you can help, please speak with your child’s coach or contact one of the mini/junior
committee.

Child protection and expectations of parents/guardians,
coaches and players
In accordance with the RFU’s Safeguard scheme, Tor Rugby Club has a Safeguarding
Officer – Dave Partlow. Details are posted on the Club notice board, along with a copy of
the clubs Safeguarding Policy.
There are certain expectations of players and coaches in addition to parents/guardians. I
have attached our codes of conduct for coaches, parents/guardians and our players, and I
would ask that you familiarise yourselves with these in order to ensure the safety and
well-being of all young players.
In addition to these codes of conduct, I have noted some important points for
parents/guardians below:
In order for the coaches to develop their squads, no child should be left without a
responsible adult in attendance – the club will have coffee/tea available on Sunday
mornings, so why not come for a drink while your child is enjoying the training/game?
All players must be officially registered with the club.
All players must have the correct and appropriate kit/clothing (waterproofs, warm tops,
track suit bottoms, studded boots etc) and protection (gum shields, U9‘s up). Please see
attached information.
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s development please do not hesitate to
contact the coach, or the club safeguarding officer.

Clubhouse Rules
To maintain the clubhouse in good condition and continue to utilise the facilities for a
broad range of functions and host the various rugby teams, we would kindly request that
the clubhouse rule below is fully respected and adhered to by all players and spectators
alike:
Any spectators wearing muddy boots/footwear are advised to change before entering the
club, please also keep the club in a clean and tidy state.
We would appreciate your cooperation and respect of the clubhouse facilities, by
adhering to this basic clubhouse rule.
Finally, if you enjoy the congenial décor and welcoming ambiance of the clubhouse and
are interested in using the club for a private or corporate event, we would be delighted to
speak with you about your specific requirements. Please ask one of the coaches for more
details.
We all look forward to welcoming you to the club at the start of the new season.

Social Events
We are looking to hold several social events during the season, for players and for
parents/guardians. These are not only enjoyable but also a great way of raising much
needed financial support for the club. Your child’s coach will let you know when these
events take place and we hope you will be able to join us.
We will keep you all updated on developments, achievements and progress at the Club,
but please do not hesitate to ask whenever you have a query.
Here’s looking forward to a great, positive and fun 2017/18 season.

Club Policies
Tor Rugby Club is fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the well-being of all its
playing members. The club believes that it is important that members, coaches,
administrators and parents associated with the club should, at all times, show respect,
encouraged to be open and to share any concerns or complaints that they may have
about any aspect of the club with Andrew Pearce, Chairman of Mini/Junior Section and
Dave Partlow our Safeguarding officer.
As a member of Tor Rugby Club you are expected to abide by the following Club rules:
• All players must play within the rules and respect officials and their decisions.
• All members must respect opponents.
• Members should keep to agreed timings for training and competitions or inform their
coach if they are going to be late.
• Players must wear suitable kit – Rugby/football boots, gum shield, rugby shirt, rugby
shorts and rugby socks and weather appropriate training trousers and tops– for training
and match sessions, as agreed with the coach/team manager.

Equity Policy Statement
This club is committed to the concept of equity across all aspects of its development. In
doing so it acknowledges and adopts the following Sport England definition:
• Sports equity is about fairness in sport, equality of access, recognising inequalities and
taking steps to address them. It is about changing the culture and structure of sport to
ensure it becomes equally accessible to everyone in society.
• The club respects the rights, dignity and worth of every person and will treat everyone
equally within the context of their sport, regardless of age, ability, gender, race, ethnicity,
religious belief, sexuality or social/economic status.
• The club is committed to everyone having the right to enjoy their sport in an
environment free from threat of intimidation, harassment and abuse. All club members
have a responsibility to oppose discriminatory behaviour and promote equality of
opportunity.
• The club will deal with any incidence of discriminatory behaviour seriously, according to
club disciplinary procedures.

As members of the rugby family
WE ALWAYS:
• Support positively and applaud good play.
• Respect officials and opposition players.
• Remember that children are playing to have fun.
• Behave as good role models on the touchline.
• Congratulate the opposition and make their supporters welcome. As members of the
rugby family

WE NEVER:
• Force our child to play rugby.
• Stray from the touchline onto the pitch.
• Verbally abuse match officials, players or other spectators.
• Threaten, intimidate or use bad language.
• Give offence by way of insult, humiliation or discrimination

Players Code of Conduct
• Play the game for the fun of it – not to please your parents, guardian or coaches.
• Learn the laws of the game – and play by them.
• Accept the referee’s decision – even when he is wrong, he is right!! It is the ‘Rugby
Way’.
• Keep trying – even when it seems hopeless, never let your head drop!! Play as well as
you can until the final whistle.
• Be a good sport – recognise good play, whether it is by your own team or by the
opposition. You can learn valuable lessons when the opposition are playing better
than your own team.
• Learn how to lose with dignity – valuable life skills can be learnt by taking defeat in a
dignified way. Hold your head up high and congratulate the opposition on their
victory.
• You cannot win them all – it would hardly be worth playing if you did, as there would
be no sense of achievement!
• Treat all players as you would like to be treated – do not harass, bully, or take an
unfair advantage of any other player.
• Remember – as well as enjoyment, the aims of the game are to improve your skills,
and to keep you fit and healthy.
• Co-operate – with your coach, referee, team mates and opposition. Without them
you do not have a game.
• Do not over celebrate – after scoring, or after the match.
• Never demean or ridicule the opposition – either by words or actions when you are
in the ascendancy. You wouldn’t like it to happen to you!
• Get to know your opposition – you will realise that they are no different to you; they
just wear different coloured shirts! You will find that many of them will befriends you
will keep throughout your life even if you never play for the same club.

Be proud of your club. Your actions reflect on you and your club –
make sure they are positive ones, not negative!

Coaches Code of Conduct
• Be reasonable in your demands on your young player’s time, energy and
enthusiasm; remember that they have other interests too.
• Consider the wellbeing and safety of players before development of performance.
• Develop an appropriate working relationship with players based on mutual trust
and respect.
• Teach your players that the Laws of the Game are mutual agreements that no one
should break.
• Avoid overplaying the talented players – the other players need and deserve equal
time and may well become the star players of tomorrow if encouraged and
nurtured correctly.
• Children play for fun – winning is only part of it.
• Never yell or ridicule children for making mistakes or losing. Encourage them to
value their performances (win, lose or draw) and their behaviour.
• Follow the advice of a Doctor in determining when an injured player is ready to
play again.
• Gain respect by being generous with your praise when it is deserved and set a good
example in every way.
• Improve your players through coaching – frequent match play or long practice
sessions do not guarantee successful development.
• Award sportsmanship and good behaviour.
• Fair play must be highly valued by the players.
• Be fully aware of your responsibilities with regard to the club’s Child Protection
Policy and also the RFU guidelines.
• Hold current and appropriate coaching qualifications and insurance (through the
club) and be DBS checked.
• Never encourage rule violations or rough play.
• Make sure all activities are appropriate to the age, ability, and experience of those
taking part.
• Display consistently high standards of behaviour and appearance

Parent/Spectator Code of Conduct
• Do not force or cajole an unwilling child to participate in rugby
• Teach the child to know and always play by the Laws of the Game
• Instil in the child an understanding of the value of coaching
• Always keep OFF the pitch and let the coach ‘call the shots’
• Recognise the effort and importance of coaches and referees – they give freely of
their time to provide rugby for the children
• Learn that children play rugby for their own fun, not to entertain you!
• Stress the need to respect referees. DO NOT abuse them publicly yourself by
questioning their honesty or decision-making
• Never ridicule or scold a child for making a mistake – always offer support and
encouragement
• Applaud good play by both teams - they will hear this
• Do not shout continuously – they will not be listening
• Encourage honest effort – teach children that this is as important as victory
• Set a good example to everyone else by YOUR behaviour
• Always challenge the use of bad language and behaviour

Mini & Junior Committee
The following are members of the Mini/Junior Committee:
Andrew Pearce (Mini and Juniors Chairman & Club Coaching Coordinator) - 07592692296
Shedtune@gmail.com
Dave Partlow (Vice Chair, Fixtures & Safeguarding Officer and First Aid) - 07896411142
popspartlow@aol.com
Stuart Clowes – (Membership/Registration) - 07920547015
Stuart.clowes@gmail.com
Trish Partlow (Merchandising) - 07870430442
popspartlow@aol.com
Charlotte Shakespeare (Treasurer)
shakesc40@gmail.com
Ian Armstrong (Web Officer)
thearmstrongs@me.com

WEBSITE
www.torrfc.co.uk
Facebook – Tor Rugby Minis and Juniors

Indicative Fixtures for 2017/18
Sept 2017

U5's & U6's

U7's - U13's

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Training
Training
Training
Training

Training
Training
Training
Pre season training with Burnham

Training

Training
Yeovil
Training
Chard
Training

Oct 2016
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
Nov 2016
5th
12th
19th Carnival
26th

Training
Training
Training

Training

Wells
Training
Crewkerne
Training

Dec 2016
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Training
Training
Christmas Party
Christmas Eve

Cheddar
Training
Christmas Party
Christmas Eve

31st

New Years Eve

New Years Eve

Jan 2017
7th
14th
21st
28th

Training
Training
Training

Training
Yeovil
Training
Chard

Training

Training
Castle Cary
Cheddar
Crewkerne

Feb 2017
4th
11th
18th
25th
Mar 2017
4th
11th
18th
25th
Apr 2017
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th
May 2017
6th

Training
Training

Training
Training
Training

Castle Cary
Training
County Festival
Wells

Easter Sunday
Training
Training
Glastonbury Fun Run

Easter Sunday
Training
Yeovil Festival
Training
Glastonbury Fun Run

Presentation Day

Presentation Day

